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Stage 6 Poetry

Jemma Messer Teacher English
Students in Preliminary Standard English have been studying the craft of the the World War 1 poet,
Siegfried Sassoon. During the course, students are encouraged to engage with Sassoon’s key concerns
and evaluate the value of his poetry in our society. In Lesson Two of the unit, students in class 6B were
asked to compose one phrase or sentence that began with the word “war’. The line was to reflect each
student’s opinion on war. Over a few more lessons, students turned these lines into a poem which further
immersed them in the world of the war poet. The following poem is the result. A special mention to Zara
Moss, Zoe Greenstein, Darshwiin Indrawathan and Eleanor Foong who were our chief editors!

Caught in the Crossfire

War is the beginning of the end.

It tears nations apart and

Crushes society and the people we care for,

It is the needless sacrifice for one’s selfish desires.

War is never as it seems.

Filled with innocent blood, it has

broken the world’s relationship

And brings nothing but pain and death and conflict and more war.

War is a futile way to resolve conflict.

It is the innocents playing the guilty’s game,

Destroying people, places and the world.

A Kkiller of families and a dark reminder for generations to come.

War demands sacrifice, but only returns suffering and
Will end us if we don’t end it

It disrupts the relationships between society and
Exposes people’s greed.

War always has a price.

It can affect one or hundreds or thousands.
A place of sacrifice for the innocent and
Will live for as long as humanity does.

War. Does not bring glory but devastation.
It does not bring peace
It’s unnecessary,

It’s more than just a word.
War. The beginning of the end.

*Caught in the Crossfire - After finalising the last draft of the poem, we had two possible titles. The first
was ‘Caught in the Crossfire’ and our other idea was ‘It’s more than just a word’. The first title
encompassed Sassoon’s perspective of war, as explored in his poems and ethical statement. It also
expresses his position as a soldier who denounced the war. The second title was directed more at the
activity we participated in that led to the writing of this poem. Ultimately, we chose to use the first title,
“Caught in the Crossfire’, but included the second title as a line in the poem.

Our students, staff and parents are part of a strong, sharing community
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Jenolan Caves 2018

Natasha Hirst Year 1.2

On the 9th of February, the HSC Earth and Environmental
class went on an excursion to Jenolan Caves in the Blue
Mountains. Jenolan Caves are the oldest cave system in
the world, believed to be around 340 million years old.
Here we were allowed the opportunity to look around the
reserve as well as meeting Dr Anne Musser, a
paleontologist whose focus is monotremes, who was our
tour guide for the caves. We were taken into the Chifley
Cave; before entering the caves Dr musser talked about
how the caves were formed and gave us many useful
tools to help us complete our assignment on the Jenolan
Caves.

As we entered the caves, we were shown the equipment
left from testing of the cave, many years ago, as well as
current university tests taking place. The tour guide took
us around the cave; showed us and talked about a
variety of crystals, fossils and features of the cave. Some
of the features include the Wall of Noses, Spar crystals
and Cave Potatoes. We were able to see fossilised bats in
the walls and she talked about a team coming out and
identifying the species. After the end of the tour, we
went on a small hike down to a beautiful waterfall and
took some water samples for testing. Overall
it was an amazing learning experience that
will leave us with some amazing memories.

Challenging and diverse learning programs providing excellent opportunities for individual success
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Rouse Hill High School  Rouse Hi g
OPEN NIGHT

MONDAY 12 MARCH
6.00pm - 7.15pm

We warmly invite all prospective parents and
students to our Open Night. Take a tour of our

specialist rooms, learn about our approach to
teaching and learning, and speak with teachers
and students about Rouse Hill High School.

105 Withers Rd, Rouse Hill
ph: 9836 1890 web: rousehill-h.schools.nsw.edu.au

Modern, innovative and specialist teaching environments for dance, music, and drama




advancediife

ROUSE HILL HIGH SCHOOL

SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS WILL BE TAKEN ON:

Monday 12 March and Monday 19 March

Dear Parents,

School photographs are scheduled to be taken by advancediife. Whilst an envelope and flyer will be distributed shortly, if
possible it is our preference that ordering be completed online to reduce administration and potential security issues related
to the return of cash and envelopes on photo day.

Orders for photography packages can be placed securely online atwww.advancedlife.com.au using our school’s unique
9 digit Online Order Code. Portrait and group package orders are due by photography day.

Should you have any queries concerning school photographs or online ordering, please direct them via email to
enquiries@advancedlife.com.au

Strong educational leadership and dedicated teachers create a supportive, dynamic learning environment
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NSW SCHOOL VACCINATION PROGRAM — SCHOOL NEWSLETTER TO PARENTS/GUARDIANS

Each year NSW Health works in partnership with schools to offer the vacdnes recommended
by the National Health and Medical Research Council (NHMRC) for adolescents as part of the
school vaccination program.

In 2018 the following vaccines will be offered:

YEARS VACCINE NUMBER OF DOSES
Year 7 Thursday 12/Apr/2018 2:00 am 2-doses at least 6§ months
¥r7, 1st dose HMuman papillomavirus {HPV) apart
vacdine

¥r7, Diphtheria-Tetanus-Pertussis (whooping | Single dose
cough) vaccine

Thursday 01/Nov/2018 9:00 am
¥r7, 2nd dose HPV

Year 10 & 11 | Thursday 09 Aug 2018 9:00 am Yrll, Yril, Single dose
Meningocoocal ACWY vaccine

Parent informotion Kits that include an information sheet, consent form and privacy
statement will be sent home to you by your child's school. To consent to the vacdnation of
your child, parents/guardians are advised to:

* read all the information provided;

*  complete the consent form, including signing your name next to the vaccine/s you

would like your child to receive;
*  return the completed consent form to your child's school;
*  ensure that your child eats breakfast on the day of the school vaccination dinic.

Parents/guardians who wish to withdraw consent for any reason may do o by writing to the
school Principal or phone the school. The Procedure for Withdrawal of Consent is available
on the NSW Health website at www.health.nsw gov.aufimmunisation.

To improve vaccination completion, students will be opportunistically offered any missed
vaccine/s throughout the year where possible,

Please note that students who commence the HPV vaccination in school clinics in Year 7 but
do not complete the course during the school year may be offered catch-up doses at school
in Year 8. Students who have their first HPV dose at their GP will be advised 1o complete the
course with their GP.

A Record of Vaccdnation will be provided to each student vaccinated at each clinic. You
should ensure that this record is kept for future reference. Please do not assume that your
child has been vaccdnated i you do not receive this Record of Vaccination.

Our students, staff and parents are part of a strong, sharing community




Child Care Traineeship — Positon Vacant (Baulkham

Hills)

Little Angels Early Learning Centre at Baulkham Hills requires a trainee
to work in our 80 place long day care centre.

We are a privately run centre with children aged between 0-5yrs. We
operate from 7am-6pm.

We have a wonderful lot of staff and children and would love for you to
join our friendly team.

The Position:
Trainee - childcare worker. School leaver
Full Time Position- 12mth contract
a young and vibrant person
creative, passionate, reliable and honest
own car an advantage
to be able to work as part of a team
can work flexible hours
Studying Certificate lll through correspondence

Applicants if successful will require a working with children
police check.

If you would love to join our team please send resume to:

Attention Joanne: littleangelselc@gmail.com or fax 02 9674 4420

The position will commence ASAP.

Modern, innovative and specialist teaching environments for dance, music, and drama
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justcuts

Yow'll €ind us in Rouse #ill Town Centie, neag Woolworthns.

No appointments™. Just come in™.

justcuts.com

TEENSYwa

Thursdays 4.30 — 5.30pm TERM 1

DYNAMIC YOGA, BREATHING, MEDITATION, RELAXATION Y . ‘ a

SINCE 1999

www.hillsyoga.net.au
enquiry@hillsyoga.net.au
9654 9903

261 Old Northern Road
Castle Hill

A non-competitive environment to encourage self-growth, positive self-image, physical & mental
relaxation, emotional stability & focus.

DUKE OF ED: v/

Challenging and diverse learning programs providing excellent opportunities for individual success 8.




NOTICEBOARD

ADVERTISING IN THE ROUSE HILL HIGH
NEWSLETTER

If you are interested in advertising your business or
community group in the next edition of this newsletter

School photos

please visit www.rousehill-h.schools.nsw.edu.au/our- 12 March
school/rules-policies/rouse-hill-high-school-policies and RHHS Open Night
download a newsletter policy for requirements and 14-16 March
procedures. Year 7 Camp

P & C NEWS see school website fo

The next P & C meeting will be held on Monday 19
March. All parents and carers are welcome to attend.

If you would like to be added to the P&C email list,
simply email the Secretary at
nicoletheissen@aoptusnet.com.au or log on to
www.rousehill-h.schools.nsw.edu.au and click on the
P&C tab for information.

ADVERTISING

Rouse Hill High School's newsletter contains paid
advertisements which assist with the cost of production.

The publication of such advertisements does not imply
endorsement of any product or service by the NSW
Department of Education and Communities or Rouse
Hill High School.

Thank you to a]] the staff, studentg
and community memberg who
have contributed to this edition of

THE ROUSE HILL HIGH ROUSE HILL HIGH SCHOOL
NEWSLETTER EDITORS: DARE TO EXCEL
e PO Box 6120
enise OX
Rouse Hill NSWV 2155

Shaun Minahan

98361890
www.rousehill-h.schools.nsw.edu.au

——
Modern, innovative and specialist teaching environments for dance, music, and drama 9.
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